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Emmanuel Episcopal Church Announces Christmas Service Schedule 

 

 
 
Wakefield, MA:  Emmanuel Episcopal Church welcomes the Christmas season and the celebration of 
Jesus’ nativity with special services to which the wider community is invited.   
  
On Sunday, December 23, Emmanuel Church will hold a 9:00 a.m. service of Holy Eucharist for the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent. Using the traditional language of the Book of Common Prayer, this service 
will focus on the Annunciation and God’s call to the Virgin Mary. The Emmanuel Church choir will 
sing and the sermon will be offered by the Rev. Marie Swayze.  
 
Christmas Eve will be celebrated on Monday, December 24 with a Festival Choral Eucharist at 5:00 
p.m., with musical preludes beginning at 4:45 p.m. Emmanuel Church’s Rector, the Rev. Dr. Matthew 
P. Cadwell, will officiate and offer a Christmas Eve sermon. Music, under the expert direction of 
Michael Salvatore, will be drawn especially from the Italian and German traditions. The opening 
prelude features the “Christmas Concerto” by Arcangelo Corelli played by Dr. Caroline Lieber and 
Christine Binzel on violin. Christmas carols will be sung by the choir and congregation throughout the 
service, beginning with “Once in Royal David’s City,” in honor of the 100th anniversary of the Festival 
of Lessons and Carols at the Chapel of King’s College in Cambridge, England. Additional carols will 
include “O Come All Ye Faithful,” “In the Bleak Midwinter,” and “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” and 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”  
 
The Emmanuel Choir will sing “Dixit Maria” by the German composer Hans Leo Hassler and the 
Italian carol “Dormi, dormi” arranged by Arthur Motter Lamb, late director of music at Emmanuel 
Church from 1934 until his death in 1961. At the Holy Communion, a duet of another Italian carol, 
“Tu scendi dalle stelle,” will be sung by Emmanuel Choir members Audra Bartz and Cecilia Gandolfo. 
Following Holy Communion, the congregation will sing “Silent Night” by candlelight, accompanied 
by strings. This year marks the 200th anniversary of this beloved carol, first sung on Christmas Eve in 
Austria in 1818. 



  
On Christmas morning, Tuesday, December 25, Emmanuel Church will offer Holy Communion with 
carols at 8:00 a.m. This intimate worship service provides an opportunity for quiet reflection in the 
midst of busy Christmas celebrations.  
 
Dr. Cadwell and the whole congregation extend a welcome to all looking for an inclusive community 
in which to celebrate a joyous and meaningful Christmas. He said, “With considerable strife and 
division in the world, and many facing personal struggles, it is helpful to remember and reflect upon 
God’s promises offered us all in this holy season: promises of peace, love, and joy. These promises, 
made manifest in the birth of Christ so long ago, continue to be good news of great joy for all people. 
We invite our neighbors of every background, tradition, race, and orientation, to join us for a 
Christmas filled with this same good news.” 
  
Emmanuel Episcopal Church is located at 5 Bryant Street (corner of Main and Bryant Streets), 
adjacent to the Veterans’ Memorial Common. For more information contact the church office at 781-
245-1374 or visit the church website at www.emmanuelwakefield.org. 
 


